IN Chapter APTA Candidate for Chapter Office

Biographical Statement

Name:  Jerry A. Smith, PT, LAT, ATC, MBA      City of Residence:  Indianapolis

Current Employers:  Concentra (formerly US Health Works & IU Health Occup. Serv.) & Self-Employed  
    
Years of Membership in APTA and IN Chapter:  41/41 yrs (2 yrs Student)
Position running for: Delegate
Education:  
University of Indianapolis, M.B.A. Degree
Indiana University, School of Medicine, B.S. Degree Physical Therapy

Indiana State University, B.S. Degree General Science Education, Health and Safety Education, Athletic Training

Previous APTA/Other Leadership Activities:

Elected APTA National Offices held


2015:  Chairman, Nominating Committee


2012-14:  Member, Nominating Committee

Appointment: 

Present:  Trustee, PT PAC

Past:
    Alliance of APTA and OSHA - U.S. Dept. of Labor, Region V - Task Force  

Caregiver Fact Sheet 092 (Caregiver)



Safe Patient Handling Fact Sheet 092 (Expenses)



My Patients are Killing Me Fact Sheet 092 (Physical Therapist) 


Elected Indiana State Chapter Offices held 
Present: Delegate 
Past: President, Delegate, Chief Delegate, Vice President, Nominating Committee, 

        Placement Committee Chair, Membership Secretary

Appointments: Face Book Taskforce, State Legislative, Practice Act Review, Practice, Professional Competencies, & Conference Committees, “Buddy” Chairman with Spain, World Confederation for Physical Therapy Congress, Liaison to the Governor’s Council for Physical Fitness & Sports 

Elected Central District Offices held Treasurer, Membership Recruitment Committee 

 Workers Compensation Research Institute (WCRI) 

Present Appointment:  Indiana State Advisory Committee

Professional Honors and Awards
Indiana University School of Health & Rehabilitation Sciences

2012 – Distinguished Alumni Award in Recognition of his Contributions to the Profession

American Physical Therapy Association -


2017 – Lucy Blair Service Award honors members who have made exceptional contributions to 

APTA through district, chapter, committee, section, task force, or national activities.
2010 - Gift in Appreciation and Recognition of dedicated service as IN Chapter President 

Indiana Chapter American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) – 

Frances C. Ekstam Award – 1998 - to acknowledge and honor a member of the Indiana 

Chapter of the APTA whose contribution to physical therapy has been of outstanding in measure to the Physical Therapy Profession.

Statement about why running for the position:

I feel that by being involved in our professional association actively in the district, state, and nation, I bring many different experiences to our state delegation for the national playing field.  Having served totally as a Delegate 20+ years (while IN APTA President and Chief Delegate 4 years each), I thank you for allowing me to serve you. It has been my extreme pleasure.  I certainly do not take it lightly or for granted.  I am very passionate about the profession of Physical Therapy and service to our professional association.  In my experiences, I have developed a network of friends and colleagues across the country in and outside of Physical Therapy, of which we discuss issues and ideas year round.  If you know me, you understand that I am not shy about asking a question or speaking in front of the 425+ delegate representatives in person or via Zoom, in support or opposition of something that is a minor or major point.  I believe that our Indiana delegation is one that has a good reputation and is a leader nationally.  I enjoy the parliamentary exercise that Roberts Rules of Order provide to maintain a civilized discussion, instead of a wild debate, to influence decision making. Here is a Summary of my work this summer. This is what motivates me to do my best in representing Indiana.
House of Delegates 2020 Summary 
· APTA’s first-ever virtually attended event

· Over 400 delegates participated, representing all chapters, sections, and assemblies.
· The House discussed forty-two motions over three days.
· Of the forty-two motions, the House passed thirty-three, of which six were bylaws amendments. The House referred two motions, one motion was defeated, and six motions were not considered. 
Bylaws Amendments Passed in 2020
· Grant Life Members the Privilege of Serving as Delegates  
· Dues to be controlled by BOD
· Allow a Public Member to Serve of the APTA Board of Directors
· Allow Sections to Vote in the House of Delegates
Main Motions Passed in 2020
· Support of Environmentally Responsible Practice by the APTA and its Members
· Professional Oath for Physical Therapists 
· Definition of Underrepresented Minority Populations in Physical Therapy Education 
· Recruiting and Hiring Internationally Educated Physical Therapists 
· Honoraria for Board of Directors 
· Zero Preventable Patient Harm 
· Practice and Business Financial Arrangements for Physical Therapists 
· Role of the Physical Therapist and the American Physical Therapy Association in Sleep Health 
· Role of the Physical Therapist and the APTA in Behavioral and Mental Health
· Financial Transparency of Physical Therapy Education Programs 
· Charge: On Workforce Supply Planning 
· Support & Charge: Barriers to and Opportunities for Emergency Physical Therapist Practice
· World Confederation for Physical Therapy Congress Dubai 2021
· World Confederation for Physical Therapy Congress Location Selection  
· Charge: Explore the Scope and Impact of Uncompensated Physical Therapist Services 
· Charge: Appropriate use of Telehealth in Physical Therapy 
· Acknowledgement of Service and Support in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 
Main motions referred to the Special Committee to review APTA Bylaws & prepare Amendments.
· Restructure APTA Board of Directors by Removing the Officers of the House of Delegates  

Main motions not adopted by the House
· RC 9-20 Standing Rules of the APTA, 17. Main Motion Criteria for Reference Committee to determine “Social Issue” & 50% of HOD w/o debate to hear it. This was a motion by Indiana that I supported being discussed after hearing from members that felt Social Issues should not be endorsed by a Professional Association. There was rich, emotional debate- Pro & Con for several minutes before a vote was called. It was defeated by 78% of the delegates. My point is, that the “Minority voices” of members of which represents “Diversity” in our Association were heard and “Included” in an “Equitable” manner to which I am proud to have participated.  

It was my pleasure to serve in the past Houses as a Delegate to create many position statements such as: PT’s being recognized as Professionals; Career Starter Dues; PT Productivity Standards; The  title “DPT” be the regulatory designation by 2025 in all states; PT’s being able to determine mobility status for disability license plates; & Efforts to curb fraud and abuse. We also passed Vision 2020, DPT entry level, Direct Access to Consumers, & the new Vision, “Transforming society by optimizing movement to improve the human experience”. We are expanding on the Guiding Principles to achieve the Vision.  Those we discussed were: Identity, Quality, Collaboration, Value, Innovation, Consumer-centricity, Access-Equity, & Advocacy.  We have to continue our work in the areas of Alternative Payment Model, more Coding changes, PT Compact, Workforce Planning, & Telehealth. 
It is the APTA’s Centennial year coming in 2021. Our national office is moving to a new building under construction currently, that is an investment in the future for our association and profession. We are supporting Centennial Scholars who will be the future leaders of our profession. If elected as a Delegate, I will continue also to mentor the leadership at a State APTA level and at a national level. I have been blessed by having served in Indiana as a leader and on the National APTA Nominating Committee with leaders mentoring me.  This will allow me to continue to serve our association & membership at both levels with forward thinking yet a historical perspective.  
To do this, I NEED YOUR VOTE. Since we are not having an in person Fall Conference, please reach out if you have any questions or comments, then please complete a ballot with a vote for me. Thank you!
