APTA INDIANA PRACTICE AND PAYMENT NEWSLETTER – SEPT. 24, 2020

As a benefit of membership to APTA Indiana, the Practice and Payment Committee and Specialist serve as a resource for assisting with practice and payment issues and updates. This includes disseminating news updates, educating membership, answering questions, and hearing from members about practice and payment concerns. Please reach out to Andrea Lausch, PT, DPT at andrealausch@inapta.org with questions or to inform the committee of payor concerns.
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Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)

National Correct Coding Initiative (NCCI) Edits, beginning October 1, 2020 Reinstated
CMS has reinstated many of the NCCI edits, for physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech therapy outpatient therapy services that they had deleted earlier this year. The reinstated NCCI edits become effective with dates of service beginning on October 1, 2020.

Click HERE for a list of common physical therapy NCCI edits beginning October 1, 2020.
In addition, with CMS reinstating many of the NCCI edits, commercial payers likely will follow suit.

For more information about the National Correct Coding Initiative, please visit APTA’s NCCI webpage.

Advocacy: 2021 Proposed Physician Fee Schedule
Only 2 weeks left to submit comments to CMS regarding the 2021 Proposed Physician Fee Schedule. Deadline is October 5, 2020. Don’t let silence be interpreted as acceptance. #FighttheCut.

· Submit comments to Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services: Regulatory Action Center. Scroll to the part of the document that states “Take action in 2 steps” and follow the link for the appropriate template and submittal. Deadline for comments is October 5, 2020.
· Contact your Members of Congress: APTA members or non-members, including the general public. Time is running out!

Thank you to those who have contacted CMS and your member of congress! Please encourage colleagues and the public to take action.

One Month Remaining to Submit MIPS Targeted Review Requests

MIPS eligible clinicians, groups, and virtual groups (along with their designated support staff or authorized third-party intermediary), including APM participants, may request the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to review the calculation of their 2020 MIPS payment adjustment factor(s) through a process called targeted review. The deadline to submit your request is October 5, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. (EDT)

You can access your MIPS final score and performance feedback and request a targeted review by:

· Going to the Quality Payment Program website
· Logging in using your HCQIS Access Roles and Profile System (HARP) credentials. Please refer to the QPP Access Guide for additional details.

For more information about how to request a targeted review, please refer to the 2019 Targeted Review User Guide.

Telemedicine

The Indiana governor has continued to extend telemedicine privileges through the public health emergency through October 2, 2020 with his most recent Executive Order 20-41.  

The temporary Medicare telehealth policies currently in place, as well as many of the other temporary policies/flexibilities implemented by CMS during this PHE will continue so long as both Secretary Azar’s PHE Declaration currently extended to October 22, 2020 and the President’s National Emergency Declaration continue.

Follow these links for updated temporary payer policy revisions on telehealth: federal and commercial payers.

Anthem

Attention workers’ compensation network providers
The Indiana Workers’ Compensation Network Leasing List has been updated with the names of the workers’ compensation payors affiliated with Stratacare/Conduent and Procura/Optum.
 
If you provide treatment to an injured worker from a workers’ compensation payor or employer group affiliated with Stratacare/Conduent or Procura/Optum, your reimbursement will be based on the Anthem Workers’ Compensation rate. Click HERE for more information.
 
This updated Anthem Workers’ Compensation Network Leasing List is available on the Availity Web Portal at availity.com.
 
For questions regarding your Anthem Workers’ Compensation Participation Attachment or Agreement, or other Workers’ Compensation issues, please call 866-700-2168.
 
For questions regarding your Anthem Workers’ Compensation reimbursement rate, please call 855-766-3719.

AIM Rehabilitative Services Clinical Appropriateness Guidelines Implementation Delayed

AIM has delayed implementation of the AIM Rehabilitative Services Clinical Appropriateness Guidelines that were planned for implementation October 1, 2020. This is due to additional claims system configuration adjustments. AIM will provide an update on the new implementation date in a future communication.

A copy of the AIM Rehabilitative Services Clinical Appropriateness Guidelines will soon be available on the AIM Provider Portal site. See site for present Clinical Guidelines.

Cigna

Cigna updates Therapy Services Electric Stimulation for Pain, Swelling and Function in a Clinic Setting 8-15-2020
Updates references: Electric Stimulation for Pain, Swelling and Function in a Clinic Setting - (CPG 272)
Humana
Humana updates Complementary and Alternative Medicine 8-27-2020 [Rehab OT PT]
Humana updates Complementary and Alternative Medicine 8-27-2020. Updated Provider Claims Codes (corrected typos), References Complementary and Alternative Medicine
 
United HealthCare (UHC)
 
UHC Medicare Advantage posts updated Home Health Services and Home Health Visits [Rehab]
Please see link for revision history notes: Home Health Services and Home Health Visits

